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1) Public Interest Alberta appoints first executive director (Edmonton Journal, Saturday, August 28)

Public Interest Alberta appoints first executive director in run-up to election The Edmonton Journal Sat 28 Aug 2004

Page: B6

Section: CityPlus

Byline: Joel Kom

Source: The Edmonton Journal

EDMONTON - A new political group spearheaded by the Alberta Teachers' Association and the Alberta Federation of Labour has hired its first executive director.

Bill Moore-Kilgannon will head Public Interest Alberta, an umbrella organization of labour, community and faith groups, which he said will amplify the voting public's voices in a political spectrum that often ignores them.

"I'm encouraging all citizens in Alberta to pose important fundamental questions to their politicians," Moore-Kilgannon said.

Moore-Kilgannon brings several years of political group experience to the new coalition, which will start up in about two weeks. He spent the last three years in Ottawa as director of campaigns and communications for the Council of Canadians, where he helped lead various political drives.

He also spent four years as the first executive director of the University of Alberta's Parkland Institute, a political and economic research group.

He has co-ordinated the Global Vision Film Festival and worked in the Edmonton Learning Centre on international development education for six years.

Moore-Kilgannon said his experience in designing political campaigns will help give PIA a higher profile, especially with a provincial election expected soon. He plans to travel throughout Alberta in October to gauge voters' concerns.

"I've seen time and time again in small organizations that we can really connect with the mood of the population," he said. "One of the fundamental things that all good democracies need is organizations that are able to pose questions that get to what type of society we want to live in."

Despite the political leanings of the ATA and the Alberta Federation of Labour, as well as ATA past president Larry Booi's comments in May that PIA will defend Alberta's public sector from an "unrelenting agenda of privatization," Moore-Kilgannon insisted the new group is completely non-partisan.

"It's not about who gets elected or who forms governments for us," he said. "It's really about making sure that the public's concerns ... are being addressed."

PIA is planning for an annual budget of $250,000, all of which will be donated from various community and advocacy groups, as well as private citizens.

**********************

2) New office established

Public Interest Alberta is setting up an office at

Suite #35, 9912 - 106 St.

Edmonton, Alberta

T5K 1C5

Ph (780) 420-0471 *

Fax (780) 420-0435 *

* Please note  - Telus will be setting up the phone and fax lines on September 15th and say that these numbers may change.

**********************

3) Job posting - Office Manager

Public Interest Alberta invites applications for the position of Office Manager.

Public Interest Alberta is a new organization established to promote public services and the public interest. Its main goal is to foster an understanding and commitment to the importance of public services, institutions and spaces.

The Office Manager will work closely with the Executive Director to manage all administrative aspects of the organization, including: --Maintaining all financial records --Payroll and Revenue Canada deductions --Database management of all members and supporters --Coordinate member communications --Front office reception --Arranging meetings and minute taking --Support for communications strategies

The ideal candidate will have:

--A commitment to the goals of Public Interest Alberta

--More than 3 years office management experience

--Bookkeeping/ Accounting training and/or experience --Experience with database programs (Access) --Good understanding of all "Office" computer programs --Ability to work independently and under pressure --Excellent oral and written communication skills

This is a part-time (15 hours/week) position with a starting wage of $20.00/hour plus benefits.

Please submit your cover letter, resume and three references to: Bill Moore-Kilgannon Public Interest Alberta #35, 9912 - 106 St. Edmonton, Alberta T5K 1C5

For further information, please call (780) 993-3736

Deadline for submissions is 5:00 pm, September 17, 2004.

(Only those candidates selected for interviews will be contacted)

 *************************

4) Public Interest Alberta to release poll figures

Public Interest Alberta will be hosting a press conference to release the results of a poll conducted by Ipsos-Reid on Albertans' attitudes toward public interest issues on Tuesday, September 7th.

***************************

5) CBC Wildrose Forum - September 7th, 1:00 - 2:00

The new Executive Director of Public Interest Alberta, Bill Moore-Kilgannon, will be on the CBC province-wide phone in show Wildrose Forum on Tuesday September 7th from 1:00 - 2:00 pm.

***************************

If you are interested in receiving regular updates from Public Interest Alberta, you will soon be able to sign up off our webpage at www.pialberta.org.

*************************
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