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Media Release

September 16, 2005
Provincial Government fails to learn lessons on post-secondary education review

Edmonton, “Public Interest Alberta is pleased that Advanced Education Minister Dave Hancock has responded to the call for more public input into the review of the post-secondary education system but challenges the government to open up their forums to the public”, says Bill Moore-Kilgannon, Executive Director of Public Interest Alberta. 

“It appears that the provincial government has forgotten the lesson from the long-term care review”, says Bill Moore-Kilgannon, “When Albertans demanded to be heard in public forums, the long-term care committee was shaken by people’s real personal experience and concerns for the future of the system”.

“Unfortunately, the seven forums the Minister announced today will be by invitation only. Martha and Henry have been having a harder time accessing and paying for post-secondary education, and now it seems they are been excluded from a meaningful way to raise their concerns”, says Moore-Kilgannon.

Public Interest Alberta announced at a press conference on August 30th plans to also hold public forums in 7 cities around Alberta. (See list of cities and dates below). “You do not need a special invitation to come to our public forum and express your concerns and ideas for the future of post-secondary education”, says Moore-Kilgannon. “To borrow a line from the Premier, we want to hear what Martha and Henry thinks.” 

Given the Minister has asked MLAs to listen to Albertans, Public Interest Alberta is looking forward to the response from the Minister himself and from all MLAs about our invitation to attend one of the public forums being hosted in seven cities.  

The public has also been asked to fill out a government on-line survey that is long on principles and short on real answers to the issues facing the system. Public Interest Alberta has also provided Albertans the opportunity to give their concerns and suggestions in an on-line “Post-Secondary Education Report Card” and a direct e-mail link to send their comments to the Minster and their local MLA. 

Public Interest Alberta is a non-partisan provincial organization that advocates for improved public services and institutions.
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