Programme - sessions
Monday morning
( 60-minute sessions:  10:30 am – 11:30 am

[32]  Follow-Up Discussion re: Keynote Address 

Maude Barlow, National Chair; The Council of Canadians.  Lecture/Discussion (60 minutes):

Forest A Room

Monday, May 31st
10:30 to 11:30

The session gives participants the opportunity to follow-up on some of the topics Maude Barlow discussed during her keynote address regarding issues facing education in general and post-secondary.

[26] “Integrating the Essential Workplace Skills into Adult Education”
Moira Fields; Dean Caplan; BVC.    Lecture (60 min.):
Forest C Room

Monday, May 31st
10:30 to 11:30
Workplace-focused instruction using authentic workplace activities and materials, without a lot of prep time.  How can it be done?  This presentation will provide answers by extending the knowledge base of the development of the Essential Skills project and highlighting ways to incorporate Essential Skills profiles and products into adult education training programs.

[19] “Learning Economics Principles Through Classroom Activities and Frequent Quizzes”
Shahidul Islam, GMC.  Lecture (60 min.):
200 Room

Monday, May 31st
10:30 to 11:30
This presentation shares results of informal experimentations on ways of delivering contents of introductory economics course in colleges.  It was suggested that simple class exercises to demonstrate economics concepts and in-class quizzes on a regular basis are useful learning tools.

( 90-minute session: 10:30 am - noon
[21] “The Focus Skill Development Program at Bow Valley College:  Enhancing the Learning Experience for Strong Aural Learners with Weak Academic Backgrounds”
Mary Gaia-Maretta; Julia Poon; BVC.  Demonstration (90 min.):
300 Room 

Monday, May 31st
10:30 to 12:00
Two BVC instructors will give insights into the development of a program, the Focus Skills Development program, for ESL learners who are high aural/oral learners but have weak academic strategies.  This includes the profiles of these students and ideas to develop their learning strategies and improve their self-confidence.  

( 2-hour session:  10:30 am – 12:45 pm
[14] “Attribution Theory – Learning Strategies”
Robin Tizzard, Portage College.  Workshop (120 min.):
Forest B Room

Monday, May 31st
10:30 to 12:45
Do your students have difficulty determining what leads to success and failure?  Do they have fear of success and/or failure?  Participate in this workshop, and you can help your students gain an understanding of attribution theory and life success.
( 60-minute sessions:  11:45 am – 12:45 pm
[13] “Comparison of Student Outcomes in Different Delivery Modes”
Isanna Arav, GMC.  Lecture/Demonstration (60 min.):
200 Room

Monday, May 31st
11:45 to 12:45
This session examines the results of a research study conducted by the presenter in Grant MacEwan College to compare the students’ academic outcomes in different delivery modes of a Microbiology nursing course.  Do students succeed in a Web-based course?  Are their outcomes the same as those achieved by students enrolled in traditional classrooms?
[8]  “Icebreakers”
Valerie Baggaley; BVC.  Workshop (60 Min.):
Forest A Room

Monday, May 31st
11:45 to 12:45
How do you get a new class of students to talk to each other?  We will show you a variety of easy and enjoyable icebreakers to get them sharing ideas.

[18] “The Use of Language in the Representation of Abstractions”
Ken McKee, NAIT.  Lecture (60 min.):
218 Room

Monday, May 31st
11:45 to 12:45
As children, we learn by mimicry.  As adults, we might better describe this as:  “Find an expert and do what they do.”  This sounds simple and straightforward until you try to explain to someone what an apple tastes like.  
[23]  “You Know What?  Metacognition in Your Classroom”
Jan Grier; Jean Edmonson; BVC.   Lecture/Workshop (60 min.):

Forest C Room

Monday, May 31st
11:45 to 12:45
Metacognition, the conscious awareness of cognitive processes and products, enhances students’ learning experiences because it gives them more control of their learning through awareness of themselves as learners and of the use of particular methods and plans.  This session will provide a brief theoretical background of metacognition and its impact on learners; examples of metacognitive activities; a model for developing metacognitive strategies in participants’ workplaces; and a practical application activity.

Monday afternoon
( full-afternoon session:  2:15 pm – 5:45 pm
[30]  Traditional Shield Workshop
Trudie Allen; Portage College.  Workshop (3 hours):
Forest A Room

Monday, May 31st
2:15 to 5:45
Participants will make a replica of a Traditional Aboriginal Shield.  Traditionally the shield was carried into battle for both physical and spiritual protection.  Your personal shield will make a great wall hanging.

( 60-minute sessions:  2:15 pm – 3:15 pm
[12] “IT Doesn’t Get Its Budget If There Are No Business Benefits:  Matching IT Solutions to Business Needs”
Jane Lockhart, SAIT.  Lecture (60 min.):
218 Room

Monday, May 31st
2:15 to 3:15
Connecting the dots between IT solutions and a company’s needs is the focus of the goal-oriented, competency-based two-semester practicums at SAIT’s Bachelor of Information Systems Technology Program.  This session will provide an overview of the academic requirements, the competencies that companies would agree to offer students to meet the requirements of the applied degree, and the methods that are used to evaluate project success.
[10] “Want Some Fun?  Start a Band”
Hugh Read; LeeAnne Pawluski; Randy Zutter; Maynard Kolskog; Dave Jones; NAIT.

Demonstration  (60 min.):
Forest C Room

Monday, May 31st
2:15 to 3:15
Playing music can be an agreeable way to reduce workplace stress.  Five instructors from NAIT will tell you how they formed a band at work.  They’ll spin some stories, share some ideas, answer some questions, and play some tunes.

( 90-minute sessions:  2:15 pm – 3:45 pm
[16] “Dumb and Dumber?  Are We Going the Same Way as B.C.?”
Bert Giles, President of ACIFA; Cindy Oliver, President of CIEA, B.C.  

Panel Discussion (90 Min.):
200 Room 

Monday, May 31st
2:15 to 3:45
The Presidents of ACIFA and  our sister organization, CIEA, B.C., discuss the implications of the Campbell Government’s recent attacks on the post-secondary system in British Columbia, and warn that Alberta may be threatened by similar tactics.  What can be done to safeguard public post-secondary education?

[17] “Teaching as a Matter of Conscience ”
Stefan Sikora, MRC.   Lecture (90 min.):
300 Room

Monday, May 31st
2:15 to 3:45
Teaching is and always has been a matter of ‘conscience’.  This presentation examines the issues connected to this claim from a wide variety of perspectives, particularly within the context of the current cultural ‘geist’ of North American education, politics, and values.
[1]  “Who Should Govern What in Our Post-Secondary Institutions?”

Randy Genereux, MRC.  Lecture (90 min.):
Forest B Room

Monday, May 31st
2:15 to 3:45
Issues concerning the proper role of faculty in the governance of our post-secondary institutions will be addressed through comparison of various governance models and through participant discussion.
( 60-minute session:  3:30 pm – 4:30 pm
[11] “Instructional Design:  What Is It and (Why) Do We Need It?”
Dean Kaplan, BVC.  Lecture (60 min.):
218 Room

Monday, May 31st
3:30 to 4:30
The role of the instructional designer in teaching and learning is sometimes overlooked and often misunderstood.  In this session, we will examine the relevance of this role closely through examples and discussion.

(  2-hour session:  3:30 pm – 5:30 pm
[9]  “Tapping into Student Potential…A Means of Overcoming Test Anxiety”
Garry Worger, NAIT.  Workshop (120 min.):
Forest C Room

Monday, May 31st
3:30 to 5:30
Test Anxiety plagues many of my students.  I have learned a physical technique that reduces (even eliminates) ‘test jitters’.  This session will present the relevant assumptions and theory behind the technique, teach the ‘test jitters process’, AND (maybe) address some of the omnipresent phobias experienced by the participants.

( 90-minute sessions:  4:00 pm – 5:30 pm
[7]  “Is In Fu, Fu You? (In = Innovation, Fu = Fun)”
Robert Kansky; Paul Laville; NAIT.  Workshop (90 min.):
Forest B Room

Monday, May 31st
4:00 to 5:30
Practice In Fu:  Take a step to relieve organizational (institutional) stress and at the same time set the stage for becoming more creative and innovative.  The In Fu philosophy will suggest:  “Take a break, make it a fun break, and open the mind to innovate.
[29] “Modeling Demand for Post-Secondary Education in Remote Markets:  The GPRC Experience”
Scott McAlpine.;  GPRC.  Workshop (90 min.):
200 Room

Monday, May 31st
4:00 to 5:30
The demand for post-secondary education can be modeled and predicted with accuracy.  This session includes both the results of empirical research and a workshop component to guide participants through the process and data collection phases necessary to achieve valid, reliable and verifiable results by program and institution. 

[27] “Planning for the Future”
Ken Bootland, NAIT; Dylan Gallagher, Broker.  Lecture (90 min.):
300 Room

Monday, May 31st
4:00 to 5:30
A personal professional development seminar providing information about different retirement investment options and how they can be used to achieve personal financial goals.  Come and participate in an interactive discussion about planning for the future through the use of mortgages as an investment.  A step-by-step process will be provided illustrating what mortgages are, how they work, and what the risk/reward trade-off is. 

( 60-minute session:  4:45 pm – 5:45 pm
[2]  “Learner Development through Experiential and Environmental Processes”

Eric Hoogstraten, BVC.  Lecture (60 min.):
218 Room

Monday, May 31st
4:45 to 5:45   

Discussion of experiential teaching methodologies and how they relate to individuals with learning disabilities.  Successful experiential and/or environmental learning strategies will be explored.  BVC’s Aboriginal Adventure Tourism Program, among others, will be highlighted.

Tuesday morning
( 90-minute sessions:  9:00 am – 10:30 am
[22] “Enhancing Learning by Attending to Feelings and Beliefs”
John Gehrke; NAIT.  Workshop (90 min.):
300 Room

Tuesday, June 1st
9:00 to 10:30
An overview of Emotional Intelligence paradigms and an exploration of some simple but effective applications in the classroom.  Learning is an emotional experience as well as a rational experience, but at college level we tend to focus on the rational.  Acknowledging feelings and addressing the beliefs behind them can be an effective way of enhancing students’ learning environment and increasing their chances of success.

[6]  “Living in the Truth:  Uncovering Strategic Manipulative Action in Alberta’s 
      Education Reform”
Jacqueline Flood, Portage College.  Lecture/Discussion (90 min.):
Forest B Room

Tuesday, June 1st
9:00 to 10:30
Vaclav Havel urged his readers in post-totalitarian Czechoslovakia to “Live in the Truth”.  Participants in this discussion-based session will have an opportunity to explore some truths not widely publicized regarding Alberta’s new Adult Education Reform policy.

[3]  “Reality Check:  Communication Skills in the Classroom for Present and Future Success”
Andrea Hanslip; Sandy Armstrong; Carolyn Lindsay, BVC.  Workshop (90 min.):
Forest A Room

Tuesday, June 1st
9:00 to 10:30
How do you set the standard for communication, interpersonal skills, clarification, soft skills…in the classroom?  How do you support and enable students to function effectively in class and in the workplace?  Specific, concrete things you can take back to your classroom.

[28] “Tales from the Dark Side:  Confessions of a Faculty Member in Administrator’s Clothing”
Glenn Charlesworth, Lakeland College; Rocky Wallbaum (moderator) Lakeland College; Terry Cooke, NAIT; Anna Kae Todd, Bow Valley College 

Panel Discussion (90 Min.):
200 Room

Tuesday, June 1st
9:00 to 10:30
This presentation gives participants a glimpse into the thought processes of faculty members turned senior administrators.  A panel of presenters will discuss lessons they have learned since they assumed their new positions as administrators at Alberta colleges.

( 2-hour sessions:  9:00 am – 11:00 am
[15]  “Authentic Happiness – Leadership Roles”
Robin Tizzard, Portage College.  Workshop (120 min.):
Forest C Room

Tuesday, June 1st
9:00 to 11:00
How happy are you?  Participate in this workshop and measure your current level of happiness, and learn about the latest research concerning what does and does not lead to happiness.  This personal exercise will help you become a more effective leader in your classroom, office, and home environment.
[25] “The Psychology of Internet Use:  Applications for Students and Faculty”
Jayne Gackenbach; GMC.  Workshop (120 min.):
218 Room 

Tuesday, June 1st
9:00 to 11:00
In this session/workshop, the attendee will be provided with informed research on how the Internet affects our definition of who we are and our communication and work patterns.  It will also examine how normal behaviour differs from the pathological with respect to Internet use.  

( 60-minute sessions:  10:45 am – 11:45 am
[33]  “Fostering Success in Second Language Learners”

Dale McCarthy; BVC.  Workshop (60 minutes):

Forest C Room

Tuesday, June 1st
11:15 to 12:15
This interactive session will review strategies employed by successful second language learners in the post-secondary system.  Participants will also explore and share some instructional methods that can be used to enhance these learners’ success.  

[31]   “Why do we negotiate?  Is it worth it?” 
 Terry Sway, LRO; ACIFA.  Lecture (60 minutes):

200 Room

Tuesday, June 1st
10:45 to 11:45
Although faculty associations provide many services to their members many would argue that the most important function of the association is to bargain the collective agreement.

This session will answer the questions “why do we negotiate?” and “Is it worth all of the time and resources that are expended on collective bargaining?”  In doing so, the legal responsibility of the association will be discussed and time will be provided at the end of the session for questions and answers.
(  90-minute sessions:  10:45 am – 12:15 pm
[24]  “LAPP – Why the Contribution Rates May Go Up Again!”
Doug Short; NAIT.   Lecture (90 minutes):

300 Room

Tuesday, June 1st
10:45 to 12:15

The trustees of the LAPP have established a stakeholders group to advise on policy changes to the pension plan.  A brief overview of the formation of this group and its purpose will be given.  The session will outline some of the challenges that the stakeholders group will address, including false retirement, risk tolerance of the plan, and benefit changes.  The presentation will concentrate on the financial challenges of the plan, the impact of economic variables on its fiscal health, and how the recent performance of the plan may lead to higher contribution rates in the future. 

[5]  “Taking Personal Responsibility for Stress Reduction”
John Reeves, NAIT.  Lecture/Workshop (90 minutes):

Forest A Room 

Tuesday, June 1st
10:45 to 12:15
What causes stress for you – time management, frustrations, overwork, time pressure, financial worries, or relationships?  This session will focus on causes of stress, and coping strategies, time management skills, management of change, and action steps for goal-setting and changing our attitudes, awareness and perceptions of the environment we live in.
( 60-minute sessions:  11:15 am – 12:15 pm
[20] “Lessons Learned Teaching Online”
Sandi Barber; Shirley Auvigne; NAIT.  Lecture (60 min.):
218 Room

Tuesday, June 1st
11:15 to 12:15
The virtual classroom has created a host of brand new challenges for the teaching professional.  This session presents the experiences of two online facilitators caught up in the World Wide Web of learning.  You will explore the pros and cons of online facilitation and discuss the strategies necessary to adjust more traditional thinking around teaching to the online environment.

[4]  “Vegetarianism:  Just for the Health of It”
David J. Parker; NAIT.  Lecture (60 min.):
Forest B Room

Tuesday, June 1st
10:45 to 11:45
Participants will be given information on the merits of a plant-based diet for health, ethical and environmental reasons.  Dietary concerns will be covered, myths dispelled, and advice given on making the transition.

